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‘Rattling the cage’ 
 
-  This presentation focuses upon innovative artistic 

exploration as a means to both acknowledge and 
to explore sense of place  

-  Of different communities in a particular 
conservation context 

-  This artistic exploration was a final act of larger 
‘Jaliigirr Developing Sense of Place’ project in the 
Bellingen & Coffs Harbour area in the Mid North 
Coast of NSW 

-  This was funded by the Jaliigirr Biodiversity 
Alliance, Great Eastern Ranges initiative & NSW 
Environmental Trust 



The cage needs rattling! 
 - 

C
onservation has m

oved from
 com

m
unity based 

Landcare of 90’s to top-dow
n technical 

approach 

- 
E

specially w
ith advent of connectivity 

conservation &
 defunding of Landcare &

 
devolution of governm

ent services to cross-
sector alliances. Technical, science, 
bureaucracy, w

rong discipline area …
 

- 
U

nintended displacem
ent of narratives, 

experiences, identities, practice based and 
experiential 

  - 
S

ense of P
lace rattles through asking…

 



‘S
ense of P

lace’ describes 
the felt, experiential and 
narrative relationships 
betw

een people and their 
places and is the subject 
of a substantive literature. 
This can also include 
displacem

ent, non-place 
(A

uge 1992) and shadow
 

places (P
lum

w
ood 2008).  
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	 P

lace-based approach  
 - 

A place-based approach 
acknow

ledges the 
am

biguity and com
plexity 

of identity and belonging  

- 
A group fam

iliar w
ith 

place m
ethodology and 

set about applying the 
project m

ethodology 

- 
In-depth interview

s of key 
people in conservation 

- 
C

ognitive m
apping of over 

200 com
m

unity m
em

bers 

- 
Literature searches 

- 
D

ialogue w
ithin the 

biodiversity alliance 

- 
M

edia 

- &
 

…
.......R

eporting…
...............

........................................... 
    



sense of
 place

sense of
 place

T
his Place

1. 
W

hat do you do in this place? 
2

. 
W

here do you go in this place? W
hy is it special to you? 

3
. 

W
hat is your sense of place here? How

 does this place feel to you? Describe any good or difficult feelings.

Early Experience

4
. 

How
 does this place and w

hat you do in it relate to past/childhood sense of place? 
5

. 
Do you have any photos/m

aps/im
agined m

em
ories that w

ould help convey this?
6. 

How
 do these relate to w

hat you are doing now
? 

T
he Jaliigirr A

rea

7. 
How

 do you feel about the JBA
 area/landscape in this region?

8. 
T

his area has a com
plex history. How

 do you feel about this? Is it im
portant? 

Conservation and Environm
ental Issues

9. 
W

hat is your perception of environm
ental/land issues in this area? 

10
. 

W
hat should be done about these ? W

hat do you w
ant to do about these? 

11. 
How

 do w
e bring different groups together to achieve these outcom

es?

O
ther Q

uestions

12
. 

W
hat w

ill be happening here in the future 5
0

 years, 5
0

0
0

 years…
?

13
. 

Finally, w
hat w

ould your ideal place be? i.e you can design it!

O
ptional Q

uestions

 
Is there a m

essage about this place you w
ould like to express?

 
Do you do things to care for this place? If so w

hat?  
 

W
hat do the follow

ing w
ords m

ean to you: Belong, grief, threatened, corridor, connectivity…
..

Q
uestionnaire

Sem
i structured and to be recorded



sense of
 place

sense of
 place

Please draw
 som

ething that represents.....

1. A
 place that is special to you

2
. A

 place of your childhood or early experience

3
. T

he landscape in this region

4
. Environm

ental or land issues in this area

5
. Your ideal place 

is there a m
essage about this place you w

ould like to express?

m
apping sense of place

W
hat is Sense of Place?

"Sense of place" arises through our know
ledge and experience of a location; know

ing its stories, 
history, geology and geography; experiencing its flora, fauna, clim

ate and w
eather, its land, 

buildings and com
m

unity. O
ver tim

e all of these elem
ents contribute to a person's sense of place in a 

particular area. Such relationships w
ith places are deeply im

portant to m
ost people and are bound 

w
ith identity and feelings about belonging to the land. 

T
he Jaliigirr ‘A

cknow
ledging Sense of Place’ project aim

s to get a better understanding of each of 
our experiences of this area. By participating in this project, you are contributing to better 

understanding all of our connections w
ith the land, in the hope that together w

e w
ill be better able 

to protect the land w
hich supports us, now

 and into the future. 

For further inform
ation please contact

Dr C
harlie Brennan 

A
lliance C

oordinator for Jaliigirr Biodiversity A
lliance 

e   charliebrennanjaliigirr@
gm

ail.com
m
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A
rtistic process beyond ‘reporting’ 

 - 
N

arrative reporting alone did not do sufficient justice to rich 
inform

ation and im
pressions em

erging from
 the project 

 - 
A

rtists Aviva &
 B

ede (both contributed to the inaugural E
co-A

rts 
C

onference in 2014) joined the team
 

 - 
Inform

ation, im
pressions and em

erging them
es w

ere sent 
through to them

 throughout the 12-m
onth project 

- 
Their brief w

as left deliberately open 

- 
S

low
ly, through a process of trial, error and dialogue, old m

aps, 
historical im

ages, interview
 quotes, photographs and fine line 

draw
ings w

ere brought together into m
ulti-layered digital 

m
ontages.. 

-  C
om

passionate portrayals of place relationship of 
‘G

um
baynggirr’, ‘Land producers’ and ‘E

nvironm
entalists’ 







				
	

M
ost conservationists are 

not confident about future 
 A

ll passionately care 
about w

hat they do for 
conservation, though how

 
this is practiced varies 
w

idely 
 S

om
etim

es clichéd and 
adversarial stories of 
people in relation to 
conservation are m

uch 
m

ore com
plex, rich and 

unpredictable w
hen 

explored through a deep 
conversation about S

ense 
of P

lace 

Sense of Place Findings  - 
 P

rovides a different lens  
 Is an invitation for nuanced/
intim

ate stories of place 
connection &

 disconnection 
 G

ives people &
 

organisations the m
eans to 

express how
 they care for 

C
ountry, land, environm

ent 
 G

ives insight into peoples’ 
m

otivations 
 Im

portance of place 
connection in their childhood 
or youth &

 fam
ily 

 











				
	

It is im
portant to ensure 

that the artw
orks are used 

sensitively and 
appropriately in the spirit 
of the S

ense of P
lace 

project 
 A

cknow
ledgem

ent of the 
artists, project 
contributors, funders and 
the process that led to 
their creation 
  The artw

orks should be 
used (sparingly) after 
consultation w

ith the 
artists. 
  

Ethical use of the artw
orks 

 S
ense of place is an 

approach to environm
ental 

m
atters, perspectives and 

feelings in a w
ay that is 

intim
ate, personal and 

requires particular sensitivity.  
 The sense of place project 
w

as able to create trust and 
openness. The resulting 
artw

orks reflect this.  
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